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IN THE HOTEL

Dr. Wang allowed her guests to sleep late and arranged to meet Commander Gulliver at
one o6bclock. She knew his jet | ag was sl owin
Tahiti. She found him in the hotel lobby but without his South Sea.pare

R
7 \
777

ﬁ -iGood morning Commander . Did you have

Al sl ept well, Dr. Wang. l dm still get
youbdbre weightl easywhespaaredypoustieept have t
of your body on a mattress. | had trouble sleeping on my bed in California, but these air
flotation mattresses at the hotel are like being weightless. | sure would like to bring one back
with me. 0
ﬁ —-—Al &m sure that can be arranged. I 61 |

enjoy the breakfast buffet?o0

-iThanks, but I 06m sure she has more im
insomnia! And yes, | |lobvvee tehwe rf olbadd hae rmor d td
breakfast. Seaweed salad with curry, Swedish sennaps sild, soy cakes, rice bran cereal, half the
time | didndét know what | was eating, but it
fat. You can eat fordurs and take in so few caloréesll the gourmet gusto but no resulting

flabby abs. o

e
s
777

ﬁi) -AfAnd you know it significantly reduce
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-il 6ve sure | earned something ays.out | i\

But | etds get on ovdned and tallk with yoa. Zaarework an hufnam o
values really fascinates me. The most important discussions in this world are about values of
one sort or another. My friends and | once shared common values vireigasned our
educations and matured many of our values have evolved in different directions. Here they
come now. Men 106d |ike you to meet Dr. Wang.
at the University of Kino. Dr. Wang these are my dearestdse@on . . .Ray . . .and Lee. You
canoét tell from his Hawaiian shirt but Ray i
dead heol |l be in o0da skieso6 wh-ontheothehsedleafest o
the grass! Butatleakte says heds praying for wus. o

pone

{%{'7’;
'4&‘--ﬁWreck, |l m just hoping for heaven. I G

hereafter ,bdaltihmint da skyoés

--fifouchd And Con is a retired businessman.
andwantstd i st it on the New York Stock Exchange.

nobody to sue and no reasons to. o

o~
s
777

)8
-Ni ce to meet you all. |l 6ve arranged fo
Golden Dragon they make the finest of Chineselfaad do unusual French and Italian dishes.

A

They even make a Texas chili, but i1itds too t

‘;}{

-AMy taste buds have been destroyed by

your hottest recommendation. Withb you recommend Dr. Wang??o
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ﬁ]} . -APl ease call me Wanda, Con. But | et 6 s
pall et. Yes Ray?o0

W
™)
\,'\ *

> _fconbds just getting

ready for his next
him. o

N

-ifiRay, loethalke nwh sinned eat the hottest

»W'V/.
g, 9
{i Nl

&

Xzﬁ&--ﬁl pray for you every day Con, -l

pray
mortem pl ace! 0
5
-iCome on Ray, you know that afterlife
woul dndt be h e aevadootball tbtoss @oundi Yobuntidirtk SthPaeter can toss you

a postcornerorahoolandgo | i ke | can?od

-iEnough chopping Con, so pick up your .

-AWreck, you think that

| uthroughbspaceayaus e y 0O
can tell us what to do.

Re member l 6m still

remember we were here to pick Dr. Wangods, I
Wanda?o

13



LOOKING FOR HAPPINESS

S,
o A
777

;]J - OWel | ,haspepeikniensgs has been a universal ¢
there. The one thing we know is that money d
I A
“ —fiBut i f you have money you can at | ezc¢
ﬁl) -iTrue Lee. But t o r e ayondamdsdelanpopei ness we

important goals, then we will find that happiness is g@imduct of our life quest. Your famous
hi storian Arnold Toynbee said that o6It is a
principle of life that the most likely way teach a goal is to be aiming not at that goal itself

but at some more ambitious goal beyond it. o

-il remember taking a graduate class in
had been researching happiness related to income. | rementtier faadhere's evidence that

happiness is positively related to the frequency of sex."

“w ofil heard somewhere that increasing se
gave the same life satisfaction as earning another $50,000 a year.

N

0 il n ooniry peaple tend to work instead of vacationing so they have extra
money to add a room to their house or to buy a bigger car. In Europe they will nearly always
opt for a vacation when they could otherwise work. People in the States still believe that
morey buys happiness. But when people are surveyed, things like job security, feeling safe,
lower crime rates, better medical care and more time with a happy family rate high.
ASome countries ar e begidnwhataregheitdliefsandudy wh a

what really makes them happy. o
14



ARThe research shows that generally chil dr ¢
job. Sex makes us happier, as does enjoying
time working are much highendhe happiness list than are the French, who vacation a lot.

AMoney only makes us happier up to a poin
Obviously a utopia should have happy citizens. Several countries now are developing criteria
andmeasurements for societal happiness but it is a difficult job to make a subjective feeling
objective enough to analyze effectively. If married people are happier, is it because marriage
makes them happier or that happy positive people are the mostfikd partners and marry.

What part do our genes play? How important is good weather?

Gulliver was absorbed in Conds ideas, but

anypaths to happiness. Was it money, God, philanthropy, fame, family, self realization or any

of the other human goals and endeavors? He turned to Con and asked:

-—-AWhat i f we start with Buddhaots i dea
taught that we should desire nothing, then, because if we had nothing, we should be perfectly

happy. Youdre omel loifontahier efsew nkunlotw. Are you

‘\-\({

---A |  mlg hatedhe physical comforts | need couple of houses, a fast car,
incredible vacations. But when | think back, there are other things that made me happier when
| was younger. Being on the winning side in a tough football game, especially whernyea pla
together in high school. Playing with my daughter when she was a child. Watching a Grecian
or Hawaiian sunset. Watching Aida in the Roman stadium in Verona. And there were so many
times with Arline, just holding hands, walking in the woods, listening toncert in the
Hollywood Bowl. Gosh | miss her. Her death from breast cancer was the low point in my life.
Aft er t e stll npteoeeritsl just Bummyself in work to try to forget. But all those

great memories cost nothing or next to nothi
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ﬁl) -Al 6m so sorry to hear about your wife
great love. Very few are so fortunatBut to get back to the subject, you are expressing what
you value. Your values seem to be related to what you have experienced and how they have
affected your psyche. As | understand, you w
psychologist. Ayou know, my field is more in ethical values. We all value different things,
some motivate us psychologically, through our needs and drives, and some motivate us

because of our values. 0

—-—-AAs | understand it fromareipl@odweng your

arrive at our ethical or moral values, like what do we think about abortion or capital

puni shment or euthanasia while Chandés wor k i
psychologically, Ilike power or | ove or meani
y -1 T hat 6We areialignotivated to action by how strong our psychological or

ethical life values push us. And Con, the joys you mentioned seemed be satisfying the
psychol ogi cal motivations of power, | ove and
motivations seem to society based values, to reduce population and to increase the odds that
children will have parents capable of loving them and helping them be the best they can be.

But | 6m sure he has strong psychol ogianal mo t
and better parenting indicates that he has a strong motivation for humanitarian love. When you
were all in high school it seems that power was your major motivator. And Con, the fact that

you worked to develop a major company indicates that you hadray stower drive. And

Fat her Ray, |l would assume that your motivat
o
=)
> _fAnd | hope a | ot of | ove, Dr. Wang. 0
)8
-AAnd maybe some power t oo, Fat her . Kno
real feelingofpower doesnét iit?0
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"/"&“—--ﬁWeII, maybe so. But Dr. Wang, dondot vy

notoriety?o

7
77

y -il hate to say it but |1 do. Being invi:
major universities makes me feel that | am importantto someopee. But | et 6s ge
what the commander wanted to talk abeuatiues. When | talk of values or morals or mores
you must understand what | mean. These terms are often interchangeable but not always.
OMoreso6 are the tr adindudeanersly nmahneraand austomshuty . Th e
usually they include ethical or moral attitudes. But within groups in the same society these
customs may differ somewhat, for example from Catholics to Jews or from businessmen to
government workers. Values are consdpiat we hold in high esteefor example, d you
like classical or rock music, more money or more free time@Qxr higher leveat might be
the principles by which we guide our lives. It is this latter meaning that | want to discuss.

i 6 Mo r adllysreéfersuosthe goodness or badness of an action, our own or that of others.
Often the general public thinks itdéds only ab
while it is often used in a religious sense, such as that God has commanudetlusd it more
in terms of actions that people believe in and act on. So | will narrow the general meaning of
6valuesdéd and broaden the general meaning of
when | speak of O6Omoraksdgoirnoéveat mesdf l ampegr &
actions whether they are based on what the person selfishly thinks are good for him, what he
thinks that God commands or what he thinks is best for the society he wants to live in. So, for
example, a Muslim suicideomber might do it for a setfentered reas@nto go to heaven or
as revenge for the death of a friend or family member. He might do it because he believes that
God wants to kill the infidels. Or he might do it because he wants to live in a religiouy socie
governed by the religious laws of Sharia.

Ailt would be nice i f each of wus thought ou
time we are guided by our psychological propensities or our familial and societal traditions. So
wegenerallydo 6t t hink, even though we think we ar
So to think critically, like ouhomo sapienspecies is supposed to do, we had better know
how, then start to practice lt.f we ¢ a n 0 twe had bettdr renampesogpbacepiiom

Othinking humansodé to Oreacting humans. 8 We h
17



assumptions then how we build on those assumptions with evidence of varying levels of
verifiability. Some people think quite effectively, but otherstatke their feelings for thinking.
But we are all are convinced that our perceptions of truth are the most eternal of verities.
AWhat you have | earned at home, i n your ne

truth. Americans eat with theioffks in their right hands, Europeans with the fork in the left.
Indians may eat with their right hands, Chinese with chop sticks. No need for tolerance, each is
wrong in the otherods eyes. My habits are rig
enterp;rs e, appropriate dress, how to raise chiloc
defend to the death my right to my bel@&fso matter how unscientific or parochial.
Everything I believe in is true.o

Dr. Wang pushed back in her chair and looked at Lee who seemed eager to offer his

philosophical insight.

N —-AEt hics i s of tneicatewhaewe have bden doing ldtelyt o i

|l tds not ethical to clone humans because webo
parents because webdbve never done it before.

partner ships b aeithafere Atomnec bdmasvaee ORK for ok mation, not for
others. Capital punishment switches from acceptable to unacceptable depending on who is
sitting on the high court. Gassing people in prisons is OK in one society but not in another.
Torture, too, israluable or not valuable at different times and in different places. Bribery in
one situation is OK, in another it is not.
APeopl e ethcallstandaoddut they are talking about their own ethics. There
are few universal ethicalorlegalt andar ds. Treason against one¢
person in your own society is also very commonly not allowed. Stealing from someone in your
own society also violates a common ethical rule, as is lying.
AMur der i s u mrashnhentcs athical; rapa ip unéttachl, rgpe to avenge a
social wrong is ethical. War is unethical, but this war is ethical. Abortion is unethical, denying
a womenés freedom to control her own body an
Lying is urethical, lying to protect oneself in a life threatening situation is ethical. What has

value to us, or what we hold as moral, varies with time, place and situation. Should it vary?

18



Should every rule be univergahever changing through history? The Ten Candments are
such a universal moral code. What if Hitler were your father, should he have been honored as
the commandment requires? Are most Christians dishonoring the code by keeping Sunday
rather than Saturday, the Sabbath, as their day of worshipaWil peopl e who say
youd go to hell for taking the Lordbés name i
false witnessd against a serial killer who w
should have the higher priority?

AOur values generally are relative to the
And quite frequently they shift from being based on ourcsatitered interests, to being based

on what we think God wants, or often they shift to what we thitlkonoduce the best society

for us to live in.o

wy)//

(f}'?&

;ﬂ& -iYou are talking about moral relativis

want. As a priest | certainly agree with Pope Benedict XVI. He has come down hard on moral
relativism, particularly againself-centered values and the hedonism that often propels them.

He is against gay marriage, divorce, stem cell research and abortion. His ideas as to what
actions are ethical are quite the opposite o

favoringgay marriage, easier divorce, more stem cell research and legalized abortion. But |

believe that if you don't stand for somet hin
b

-fiYes Father Ray, but Spain was merely

lawstat f avor the individual 6s free choice and

thinking people will often disagree on what is moral and what is not.

AWhen we read that a bioethicist or a medi
unehical they seldom look at all of the ethical possibilities and explain them in their decisions.
A medical ethicist at a Catholic hospital will often have a quite different decision on what is
ethical for a patient than an ethicist from a Lutheran hogpiteibm a county medical center.
When we cannot agree on truth, such as whether the universe was created by a supernatural
designer or it just happened, or whether evolution is or is not a valid and reliable explanation of
how the biological world devel@od how can we get a universal agreement on how to

behave?
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AWe all see t he wod durcown phimtsootivigw. Whether basedion ey e s
our religion, the tradition of our society, our independent thinking or ouceetered
desire® our thinking is clouded by what we think we know. And you remember what
Shakespeare said, 6 There is nothing eith

AOur values affect many areas of our | ives

mental illnes, such as depression that affects people in most populations, in the West drugs
and therapy are usually the preferred treatment, in the underdeveloped areas, shamans are more
likely to be given the task of healing the afflicted. In our modern world wettoscience for
probabilities, such as which potential cure is more likely to succeed, then we look to our values
to see whether or not we should use it. Our values often trump what science indicates.

Commander ?0

-AThat 6s cert ai nwaysthink weare Mgétardl svill defenda a |
meaningless position, such as a change in values, because it is traditional. Of course our
tradition was given to us by the Almighty, maybe eveitry Emily Post.

It reminds me of a Norwegian professor wiid some undergraduate work at Stanford
University. She was taken into a sorority. All the ladies ate their meals together. She was
appalled by the poor manners of the American students. Her mother had taught her good table
manner s at h o tpatyour kaife er $ork dowhk ance gau stért eating., and cut
one bite at a time with your fork in your left hand and your knife in your right). But the
Americans had very poor manners. They cut all their food first then put the knife down and ate
with the fork in the right hand. The Norwegian assumed that after a few weeks the ignorant
Americans would follow her lead of good manners. After two weeks she was called in to the
sorority presidentodés office and twadtent hat he
taught how to eat propeflyas the Americans did. Any sensible person would realize that the
European way of eating makes much more sense. But the American eating habits are so
ingrained in us that we think people who eat differently are barbaftasshe same in the
area of values, when we encounter new concepts we often criticize them because they are, or
mi ght be, wunethical .o

Al't reminds me t hatEveG@energien in@gingswitself to beamiord, t h

intelligent than the one that went before it, and wiser than the one that comeatier it.
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y -AfiHow true. Now | etdés move on a bit.
the intention or the result is primary in judging an action as ethical or unethical. For example, if
a person leaves an important business meeting and is rushingtothd hospima b e by hi s
side for the birth of their child that would be ethical for most people because his intention was
noble. But what if his car goes out of control and he Kkills a family in another car. That is a bad
outcome. So was his action ethical?

AOr what i f a suicide bomber wants to kil
consider this to be unethical. But what if he inadvertently blows himself up while strapping his
bomb on his back. Many would say that the outcome was good.

AThe Commander has said that he wants to \
would see that as a noble intention. What if a governmental ruler sets off nuclear bombs or
sprayed the world with toxic gashathédcauld ki | | ed
easily control those people who were left. Would that be ethical because of the outcome that he
reduced population, or unethical because of the means used? Should the end justify the means?
What about that Commander ?0

- &K

fa

/'sAiwhoa! Tih @t ptarss. | wamt it done peacefully. But | see what you
mean. | would have to consider it immoral. But | am certainly apprehensive about people
voluntarily reducing the population. And | d
kindofpes on who would do such a thing would not
§
-AiBut what i f this ruler was a concerne
way to save the planet and that by wiping out 90% of the people now, more people would

eventually be born to the world and | ive hap

-—-AiThat adds some new evidence. I stil |
traditional beliefs against killing. But if more people would eventually enjoy our weflad

it passed on to the planets6é paradise, or wh
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has some strong reasons for doing it. But 10
downturn. But you certainly make me think doctor. Obviousiyv@lues sometimes are in

conflict with each other. We have conflicts within our own value systems and between what

we value and what others value.

AOn my voyage | wrestled with a great many
seemedhat it should be so easy to have all people accept the same value system. But as |
pondered the questions it became obvious that we will never all agree because there are too
many elements which are variable. What we can understand, however, is thahs&daour
value thinking from one of three bas&ghat is good for me, what God wants me to do, and
what is best for my society or the world society.

AWhen | was a child we believed in God. Go
Sermon on the Mounpand the Koran. Our values were simple to understand. Don't steal, honor
your parents, don't murder, and don't lie. These made good sense. As | progressed through high
school and college | came to understand the Constitution and many of the laws afeour st
They also said don't steal, honor your parents, don't murder, and don't lie. But | saw that many

people do steal and kill .o

“ 0 T htheaylie on the witness stand when they got to court. They had
what they thought were good reasons tbdald steal. Their fathers were drunks. They were
poor. Their parents had beaten them. Someone else had a different color skin, followed a

different religion, was a homosexual, or wore a different identifying gangdcalbadequate

reasons to hate. Themf course, some people kill f©Mor the
or a rationalization. o
AOn my voyage | was accompanied by CD:

East and the West. | read the Bible and the Koran several times. | read Arisic@izto,
Shakespeare and Tolstoy, the Upanishads and the Sutras, Freud and Marx. | certainly didn't
understand all that these masters had to say but | did increase my knowledge a bit. And while |
gazed from my window into the abyss of space, my mind ldigith thoughts on how the
ilinesses of the human situation could be relieved or rectified. Certainly understanding the

values that motivate us earthlings is the essential starting point. What are the values that
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people hold? Are those values good? $ththey be changed? How can they be changed? Are
these values legitimately based or are they merely opinions and wishes which we would like to

have sanctified by our God or our government

7
77

y -iWel come to the club, conhatomydlB%af You &
Americans support abortion for any reason during the second trimester. Half of Americans
think that abortion is murder. Yet Americans have one of the highest abortion rates in the
world at 51 per 1,000 women of child bearing age. Whyrag saying one thing while doing
somet hing different? Why donét more Ameri can
sex.

ALook at the rising number of Catholics in
Benedict XVI: that unless the Chulir changes course, it may commit suicide. There is a
growing gulf between many churchgoers who are joined by their-grasspriests, and the
ruling cardinals and the pope. Similarly, the values of the people and those of their religious or
politicalleal er s often vary. o

W

5
"/'@3‘---ﬁWanda, one of my parishioners tol d me
contraceptive needs than some elderly cardinals in Rome. It is true that many Catholics are
soured by Vatican dogma but in my parish | hold strongly to fiiead rules of the Church. |

woul dndét doubt that some of my parishioners
abortions. We are an upper to middle class parish. But | understand there are more problems in
the poorer areas of the States and in LAtirerica where people know that contraception and

abortion are available but they are told not to use them. Then their large families keep them in

poverty. | dondét know how true it is but 10v
womenuseartfii al contraception. o
5
--Ai F at Wwastecturing in Sao Paolo a few years ago and | was told that Latin

America accounts for about 40% of the world's Catholics, but the number of evangelicals is

surging. Some Brazilians warn that Brazil could eventually become a Protestant country. Some

corservatives note that the evangelical sects are more morally demanding, not less. But the

more common view is that your church has squandered its authority with positions parishioners
23



see as backward, on divorce, birth control and the role of women. &iéhehurch finds a
compromise with the values that people seem to be living by or it will find itself outside the

society.

“~ -—fAl wunderstand that many | ocal priest:
the Vaticands rul esdpautwitthle ohé i geapl ebaurmdr
needs. | was told of a priest who was running shelters for AIDS orphans, he was disciplined by
the Churchoés authorities for advocating the
Brazilians, like so many other @mlics want to see the Church change its ideas on women
priests, marriage for priests, homosexuality, contraception and other issues that the rank and
file think of as important. Then there was the archbishop who was excommunicated by the
Pope becauselicad or dai ned some married men and had

pon
)

N
A o

[

> __But the way | see it as a priest, the most informed approach to morality comes
from the Bible, the learned church scholars and the considered opinions of the pope. | believe
that the Church is taking the right approach. If you are right, God is on your side. Martin
Luther tried to reform the Church and was excommunicated, and we have done well without

hi m. o

WE MUST THINK MORE DEEPLY & AND UNDERSTAND OUR THINKING

y --fi A s u kpaw gentlemen, most of us wander through life accepting what the rest
of our society believes. If it is a Christian society we believe in the New Testament. If it is a
Musl im society we believe in the Qpanishals . | f
and the Gita. If it is a truly democratic country we believe in certain humanistic principles. If it
is a more totalitarian system we may appreciate the order that it gives. We seldom stray from
our traditionsPeople are generally surprised whieey begin to face their beliefs by thinking

deeply about them.
AnFew Jews, Christians, Hi ndus or Musli ms ¢
totalitarian dictatorship. And whil e ftsotalit

24



certainly not universally abhorred. For many years after the fall of the USSR there were people
who were worse off and who longed for the return of the socialistic dictatorship.

ASo tradition i s gen edhakingdyrhadehvieo thinkateey are f or  wi
thinking generally spend their agdshtmlieflsthati n 0 p
they often find troubling. And if they find that their newly discovered truth is different from
tradition they will probably be ostraagd. Just look at Socrates, Jesus, Galileo and Marx. The
only rewards they can claim are that they were using their intelligence and courage, and those
are the most profound and exalted of human abilities. But discovering a new truth is painful.
Intellecual inertia is comfortable and acquiring new knowledge or adopting new values upsets
us. Who in his right mind could believe that idiot Copernicus when he said that the earth
circles the sun. What madman would insist that the earth is not flat? Why $helile that
disease is caused by germs and not by the devil? Global warming is an alarmist misreading of a
natural blip in the history of climate. There is no overpopulation prabldrare is plenty
room to build new housing. It is neb strange that vém a new ideahat is similar to our
beliefs appears, we may quickly accept it without scrutiny. But when a highly probable idea
comes to us in contradiction to our beliefs, we generally reject it.

AWe, as individual s fyourbehaviorcbatthat justificatisn,mayu s u a |
not be in accord with what is the truth. It was abominable for the Nazis to kill innocent Jews,
but it is acceptable for the Israelis to kill innocent Palestinians or Lebanese. Hitler rationalized
that the Jews &re a danger to the Third Reich. The Israelis, before Balfour, said that they
needed to take back their homeland through guerrilla warfare. After all, the Arabs were only
caretaking Israel until the Jews returned. Since Balfour the Israelis say thattthapéo
protect their state is to attack their enemies and people who live near those enemies to show
that you don ®tr amenses wihtam ItshreaeBli bl i cal per mi
an eye and a tooth for sa ttooobteh .66a nT haer m sfroare lai

AWhet her George Bushods real reasons for at
Americanlike republic in the country, the reasons he gave to the world were that it was to stop
terrorism and to ahinate the weapons of mass destruction. But it hugely increased terrorism
and there were no weapons of mass destruction.

APeopl eds beliefs are seldom totally congr
punishment, as governor of Texas, was tleariisted what the courts had found through their
complete review of the facts and values of the case. He did this in the 152 death cases that he
affirmed as governor of Texas. But when the courts found that Terry Schiavo waddadin

he was not willingo follow the courts and the best medical minds involved. When he said that
25



it Ii's better to O0err on the side of |ife. o I
who need organ transplants or other medical services but cannot get them bedadseut
their Medicaid budgets? Was the President merely as illogical as most of us are, most of the
time?

AMost humans say they place their religiou
an emotional decision based on faith, scienemimtellectual decision based on empirical
evidence. In either belief we may be asking it to do more than it is capable of doing.

AThe simplest thing im:adteh att rwh ehtilenyowmaosart h savcec e
direct your intellectualféorts in other direction® like into video games, television, or murder
mystery books. Why learn the multiplication tables or how to add when you have a calculator?
Why consider alternative theories of the origin of the universe when we have the Bible? Wh
consider us to be animals when we then may be forced to drop the idea of an afterlife? We
think we know it all. And there is always somebody in authority who loudly emphasizes the
same beliefs that we have. But celebrity status does not make a petguwatig! A loud
voice is no assurance that truth is being spoken. Nor is an army of parrots proclaiming their
beliefs a guarantee of objective reality. The reality of the universe, the universality of values,
and the value of objective truth, have notlye¢n discovered by our race.

E

¥ §

“ —fABut dondt tell a person heds stupid
we can arrive at truth by debating the issues, but we have a better chance to get closer to it.

And as we approach it, its ring shouldlb® u d e r 0

-ABut the voices of the ignorant may dr
aware that truth does not depend on an air of confidence or a posture of certainty. Throughout

history progress has been stymied because ignorant people have bexeminl e r shi p posi

=N
7
777

y’
- A Wel | gentl emen, here comes our - unch.

seven course snack while we talk. o
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Wreck looked over the pile of platters with unknown delicacies and thought of his
experience of a few nights earlier when he had done his gourmet gorging. He was going to
take it much slower this time. His buddies were hungry for lunch, but segmurgjrier for
conversation. Con asked

-Ailf we really believe in a heaven, w h
the AIDS doomed child for a life of poverty in rural Afriednen the child would be
immediately accepted into Heaven upon death? Why fight the death penalty when the
imprisoned will get his just deserts soahdreaven if he has made his peace with God, or hell
i f he hasnot . -dgbistedsuicidepvheat pey piati ant 1 s not ¢
because she wants to die?0

-t We | | Con, remember when we read Thr o
grade? The White Queen said to Alice o&ébeliev
practitcededdmy tithat we all want to believe in

y.

-AfExactly Commander. Letds | ook at som
bases of our ethical thinking. The ultimate
creatingbeig exi st ?6 | f that is answered in the af
involved in the moral operation of the world

an afterlife, and if so how does one assure oneself of a pleasurableplaedeéreafter? Yes
Con. 0

Ty

-AWanda, in my country we are becoming
problem for thinking because the less information a person has, the less likely it is that he or
she will make an informed decision. In theSUa study by the Department of Education
showed that 5% of Americans are not literate. Of Hispanic immigrants the percentage was

44%, compared to 35% ten years earlier. Even among those with graduate degrees from
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college, only 41% were deemed to be piiefit in comprehending abstract reading and in
analyzing information effectively. These abilities were 20% higher for graduates ten years
earlier. Could such inabilities be partly re
national offices?

id this the reason that President George W
believe in evolution or in global warming? Was it a lack of intelligence, a lack of knowledge,
or just the fervent hope that they werenot t
Ails 1t possible that the average person, o0
l s it possible that the average person doesn
decision? |Is it that t haugtetdeeviderice dffextvedy? isih e | o0 ¢
possible that the average person doesnodt <car
video poker is more important than watching

;IJ -fThereds na fguweestliaccrk tthheet abi |l ity for
able to wrestle intelligently with the tough problems of ethical thinking. But more than the
ability to think deeply and critically we need to have a great deal of reliable evidence. When
we criticize an unwelcomed idea do we do it with facts or opinions? What evidence do we
have? Is it empirical or just a personal preference? This is especially difficult in ethical

guestions where unprovable basic assumptions are fundamental to the positions we take

OUR BASIC ASSUMPTIONS-- THE FOUNDATIONS OF OUR VALUES

AOur beliefs guide us. | believe | will g
daughter will come home safely from her date. | believe | will go to heaven. @teese
commonly acknowledged assumptions. But there
even question the foundations of our thinking. They are absolutely basic to our thinking and
our behavior. Philosophers generally realize that they have ssismpisons. They call them
metaphysicsmeaning beyond the physical world.

APhil osophers usually see the world as bas
materialists believe that ideas come from matter. The idealists believe that idezaisdori
usually that primary idea is Gédthe supreme idea, the ultimate of spirit. Matter then comes
from God, the ultimate idea.

ACertainly not al/|l phil osophers agree. Pl a
6 i deaavdrld of concepts ofgrfection. But Karl Marx saw it as mattéhe physical world.
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Plato, as do the great religious teachers, saw idea as coming first. Those religious sages would
see the most fundamental idea as the spirit of God. Then God created matter. Marx would see
thephysical world as the fundamental starting point. As matter evolved into animal life, then
human life, ideas evolved. So Marx had a diametrically opposite idea than that of the idealists.
Then, philosophically speaking, along came Descartes who salabthainind and matter are
equally important. So the greatest minds of our civilization cannot agree on a starting point for
our thinking.

AVery few beliefs are basic assumptions. T
rights, and what thosegtts might be, are derived from God based or society based
assumptions. Without such a foundation the theory, that rights exist, is groundless. The
assumptions from which they derive, however, may also be groundless or untrue. If a basic
assumption can groven to be true or untrue it is no longer in the realm of assumptions. For
example, if it could be proven or disproved that there is a god it would no longer be an
assumption.

AMost people in the world beaenkisewue.dhei n a r el
Hindus believe that God is the totality of the universe. This is called pantheism, meaning that
6al l is god. 6 Jews, Christians, Musl i ms, Bah
God. This is called monotheism. The purist Budtthwould not believe in a special god, but
some Buddhi st sects do and some, such as 06Pu
monotheistic religions. While each may believe deeply in his or her God, and may even be
quite willing to die for thabelief, it cannot be proven. If any of these beliefs could be proven
we would all have the same beliefs.

AEvery religion has its scriptures or trad
that their supreme being requires. The scrggwand traditions cannot be proven or all of us
would believe in all of them.

APeople are so certain of their beliefs th
citing their scriptures. And how do they know that the scriptures are troaR&ethey are the
inspired word of God! So we have a circul ar
wrote the Bible.o Anyone with any expertise
of us are psychological, not logical, so it makeggxt sense to us. So for Jews, Muslims and
Zoroastri ans & theaassansptioa thdt tharehseayGodnaedahe assumption that
their scriptures are tru€hristians a further assumption is needéuht Jesus is Goéror
Catholics they add anathbasic assumption, that the Pope is infallible in matters of faith and

morals when he speaks cathedraFor Mormons, they add another scripture to the traditional
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Christian scriptures, their Book of Mormon. For masice these two or three assumptians
accepted, the rest of the religion can follow, sometimes logically, sometimes with some gaps in
logic.

AThere is some historical evidence that ve
foundations said to beeofr eSnmnmlacmmesn @ Temp lcd.o .
the stone tablets of Moses, evidence of Egyptian chariots in the Red Sea, or the remains of
Noahos ark. We can be quite certain that Mubh
mentions several Jesuses. #3xa common name at that time, as was the name James. But the
evidence for Abraham and Adam only come from the Bible. As in all historical evidence we
have to account for the bias of the author. Then with ancient historical documents we have to
be concerng with the biases of those who copied the original works or those who transcribed
the oral traditions.

iSo Homeros tale of Troy, which ™"Centutyd have
BCE, was not made into a poem by Homer for another 400.yeatde coul dndét have
down because he died before Greek writing was developed. While it may have been written in
another | anguage, it wasnot written in Greek
whether everything in the written poem corm@s@s exactly with the events in Troy. Add to
this the fact that scholars arendét certain t
actually took place. Was it more of a conglomeration of 300 years of warfare between the
Greeks of the west artdose who lived in what we now call Turkey? Did Achilles or Hector
really exist?

AThis type criticism is also made of the B
ancient texts. Sometimes it is a question as to whether the authors tolvehratitings are
attributed actuallyived. Sometimes it is a question as to whether the people or the events
talked about actually existed. Sometimes it is a question about how true the oral tradition was
to the actual facts that were being related. Samestiit is a question of when it was written
and whether it had been mistranslated.

AFor exampl e, Moses is given credit for wr
actually exist? Could he write? If he wrote did he write in his nativguef Egyptian? If he
wrote in Egyptian did he write the Pentateuch in hieroglyphics? Or did he know Phoenician
writing, which was based on Egyptian writing
written in Hebrew since the earliestitenHebrewd d n6t evol ve from t he
another 400 years. Of course we know that the earliest written remnants of the Bible date from

a thousand years after the time of Moses. Were there other written records, now lost, that came
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directly from Moses? Were ¢fBiblical accounts merely oral traditions that were first written
in the Second or Third Centuries BCE? There are so many questions that one might ask before
a thinking person can accept any scriptures as basic assumptions for a belief system or a
religion . 0
pone
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"z&‘aﬁWeII, | have taken a great deal of p
seminary. | certainly understand metaphysical problems, but certainly some metaphysical

assumption is true. |l believe in a creating

ﬁ -AiRi ght Father. That is your basic ass
others. But some basic assumptions can be criticized or questioned.
ABut another kind of knowledge of a supern
who are deeply religious hold that the most real knowledge is found in the spiritual experience
of uniting with the supernatural. Since it is lhe® personal exgrience it canot be proven. It
is therefore a basic assumption for that person, although the way neuroscience is developing
we may be able to prove or disprove it in the future. Is it possible that there is an electrical or
chemical reason for some peofiehink that they have had a mystical experience? Some work
in Canada strongly indicates a psychological basis for the religious mystical experience.
AStill, with the absence of scientific evi
a laity conclusion from those who have experienced it? The holiest adherents to most religions
have had similar mystical experienedise Hindu who has united with the Brahman through
years of correct meditation. The holy Jew, the holy Christian, and thév/losligm have felt
deeply the spirit of Yahweh, God or Allah. And they speak of their experiences just as do
Buddhists or Hindus who have united with the oneness of nature. These saints are close
brothers in their beliefsall near the top of the mystical matain, but all arriving by different
means of travel.
Al't has |l ong puzzled me why the common brc
so violently among themselves for so long. Can't they see that they believe in the same
Supreme Being, identified by the same Abraham. But Christians and MoslemMfiglems
and Jews fight,. Jews and Christians fight, Christians and Christians fight, Moslems and
Moslems fight, Jews and Jews fight. Why? There must be an underlying mental process which

is more powerful than their expressed beliefs in the supernate@ad. Y Co mmander . 0O
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—--Al remember in college that the head
U.C.L.A., Dr. Kalish, had a debate scheduled with the head of the philosophy department at
Loyola University. The U.C.L.A. professor called himself an atheist.Jdteolic priest from
Loyola obviously believed in God. They debated the question of "whether or not God exists"
before a packed auditorium. After three hours of debating they could not agree. As a
sophomore | was chagrined. But as a senior | understopd¥®u cannot debate basic
assumptions because they are merely assumptions. They may be true, but they are unprovable
by empirical methods. When Paul wrotein  Epi st | e t daithidtee Hebr ews
substance of things hoped fdrgtevidence of thopps  n o the vgas reotnspeéking as either a
philosopher or a scient&tbut rather an explainer of that which is unexplainable. Remember
that debate, Con?o0

,V\\“

---Ya Wreck. At the time | was disappointed in not knowing for sure if God

existed. Butyodr e ri ght. You canodt argue about basi
assumptions. If a philosopher accepts the assumption that matter carvanfidga he cannot
prove, his materialism follows consistently from that premise. If another philosopiegtsc
the nonprovable assumption that idea came first, her philosophy follows logically. But how
can both starting points be true? They canodt

AWhen we have been admoni shed tsoundot argu
advice because we would be arguing about assumptions that we cannot prove. There is a God.
There is no God. Justice requires liberty. Justice requires equality. But liberty and equality are

often antithetical concepts. o

YW —AExact |y ues lke evaryuother boay of thought or opinion,
must start with basic assumptierssarting points for our thinking that we cannot prove. That
is, there are beliefs which each of us must assume that are basic to the remainder of our
thinking. Theseassymt i ons are so clear to us, so ingr a
Whether it is science, philosophy orreligiewe st art with assumptions
Whether we believe in a Supreme Being, a certain set of scriptures, the beliet tinaiverse
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is merely matter, or that empirical science is the best way of knédwiegare making
assumptions that we candt prove.

AWanda, | believe in science. It is the be
us the electric light, thepace shuttle, the electric guitand the atomic bomb. Science is

0real 6 knowl edge. 0O

JJJ -iltds not that simple Lee, because evVve
observation of scientists has told us that the sun always rises in thHgl&bsivhat about

tomorrow? Can | be absolutely certain that it will? No! Scientific observation and analysis only
gives us a higher probability that many things will continue as they have been in the past.

Science does not give us certainty. And sciencs doedeal with values. Science gives us
probabilities, values may tell us what to do about them. Medical science discovered various
techniques of contraception, each with its own probabilities for success. But whether we should
use these techniques isa@ue question. Science gave us the atomic bomb, but should we use

it? Science gave us the automobile. Most of

AHere are some assumptions of science. Sci
shows some ordgethat we can discover that order, that true knowledge can be objectively
demonstrated, and that most knowledge is in the realm of probability rather than absolute truth.

To this we might add the assumption that truth is better than ignorance, butedlpstiems
would support that claim. They would merely disagree on what truth is. If you accept these
basic assumptions you will probably be interested in what empirical science has to offer.

AFat her Ray, Cardinal S cab of faith@re OK, buenotehe t | vy s
dogmas of science6 Of course | would disagre
likely to give me truth. A scientific theory may start as an idea, but unless it undergoes rigorous
testing it is worthless as sciendVhich is easier to beliedehat a Being created this intricate
universe or that it just evolved? That the original ingredients for the universe existed or that a
creator existed before that? The fact that the exchange of exhaled carbon dioxide byiiumans
converted to oxygen by plants and the exchange keeps them both alive is incredible. The order
of the universe is unbelievaldlebut do comets that crash into planets show such order? Does
global warming show an intelligent design that allows meade pdutants to threaten human
life? Does allowing children to be born to parents who will soon die, leaving them orphans in a
country without food, water but with genocidal warfare, show an intelligetiioving

designer of the universe?
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> _ADr Wesenadperrations of what some humans see as problems with
intelligent design do not disprove an intelligent designer. Only an infinite mind can see the
whol e picture. We don6ét know whether God cau

allow goodpeople to enter heaven earlier than a normal lifespan would allow.

SR,
P
777

}k]} -iBack in the 1990's | had occasion to
Angeles. It left shortly after sundown. To my amazement as we flew west | saw the sun rise in
the west. Bemuse we were flying westward faster than the Earth was rotating | had a different
point of view than other scientists who were standing in one place and saw the sun sink in the
west.

AHow many hundreds of thousandassesplit t i mes
hydrogen and oxygen together? Hasn't it always resulted in water? Two hydrogens and one
oxygen make water. What if yesterday in a small college in Montana, a student put two
hydrogens together with an oxygen and it came out beer!!

i B sdriously, if that had happened it would not disprove the theory of the fundamental
ingredients in watefit would only make it somewhat less than certain. It would just reduce the

probability of it happening by | ess than a ¢

--i T h e tiptloat snience deals with probabilittewith the assumption that

there is uniformity in nature. Science cannot give certainty. The ancient Greek "scientists"
could look at the sky and realize that the sun moves around the earth. Certainly it was.obvio
But as we began to learn more about space we were able to understand that it was just the
opposite. We are in motion around the sun. Then we learned that there were other planets also
in motion around the sun. Then we learned that the Earth wasnlirfeat we learned about
light years. Then we went to the moon. And here am |, the first traveler around the solar
system. | certainly am a believer in science. But it is not the only way of knowing.

ALook at the geomet r Yhatwas the geordetryettcht Eucid hi g h s
developed. We all assumed that it was true for all times because it was so logical. The shortest
di stance between two points is a straight |

was that Eual wa&s tdadsumptaice i s fl at. But we
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plane from London to Los Angeles because the earth is somewhat round. It is an oblate

spheroid, being a little flatter on the top and bottom and wider at the Equator so we have to use
diferent assumptions than Eucliddéds to find the
go northwest then southwest, rather than dir
why we fly closer to the poles. Winds and other things are factot@the flight route by

using the knowledges of other sciences.

/"
tt

/A \
y -iBut Commander, in dealing with geomet
assumptions because we can prove the assumptions. The space is either flat or curved. But the
basic assumptits we use in deciding on our values are-pmvable. These neprovable
assumptions include such questions as: Does God exist? Am | the most important person in the
worl d? Should societyds values be considered
basedvalues be more important than society values, or my personal values? Which type of
society should I wvalue most? Whatever belief
proven, or cano6ét be proven conclusively.

ARSome assumpt ilelegwedhavedden disprovedbFereerample the idea that
Mar x6s communistic ideas would yield the bes
Marx based his ideas on atheism and the dialectic of economic history, neither of which is
provable,itse ms t hat i n todayods wo rcénttrednessiprevailsd u a | p
The collective economy, tried by the USSR, did not reward individual initiative. It therefore
failed. Maybe in a future time it will work, but not yet. So the assumptions of Btat Lenin
turned out to be wrong and historical, psychological and historical evidence trashed those
ideas.

Alf it were possible to disprove God, whic
beliefs. If we could make all people believe ttiety are not important, which we will never
do, it would eliminate many obstacles to developing an altruistic society.

AMany of us wonder why we should start wit

start with whatis provable, or at least moheghly probablé empirical science. We could

state | i ke Descartes did, 0l think therefore
time on what is provable or probabl e, rat her
something caedtdbeswddspmean itds true. | can
house, a cow jumping over the moon, or a god
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-—-AWhat about our basic assumptions 1in
values, what we rdélg believe in and what we do, our basic assumptions come down to either
myself being primary, God being primary or my idea of an ideal society being primary. My
basic assumptions may shift depending on the value | am living. | may steal or shoplifebecaus
| want something. | may not murder because it is against the laws of the society. | may go to

wor ship once a week for God based reasons. 0

R,
7
77

A \

y -—-ARi ght Con. So our val ued®uaprowbldased u
starting points. These assumpti@as be based upon the idea that the individual is primary, on

the idea that God is primary, or on the idea that a certain type of society is primary. As

individuals we often hold that we are most impodante would call that a selfentered basic
assumptia.

ACat holics oft en-centeredvalwed ih hawing abgrtiobshusimgr s e | f
contraceptives, getting divorces and not going into the religious vocations. In the last 25 years
there are half again as many parishioners to priests andrtiiteen of nuns has reduced by over
50%. On top of this the clergyds popul ation
true Father?o

o

s
x’ﬁ&‘--c‘)Yes it is. The Vatican recently annct
every 2,677 Cathals but 25 years earlier there had been one for every 1,797. You see here the
strong pul |l of being 6self centeredd, or as
people are taking the easier road to pleasure now rather than the path than®othat will
lead us to communion with Him.

AWhen a Catholic says 6until death do us
part of the marriage contract. When King Hen
started a new appach to marriage. Couples in other religions usually have the same phrase
ountil death do us partodéo in their marriage ¢
bliss they are ready for divorce. They violate their marriage contract. The Cluuectsdn 6 t
approve of breaking the contract. Some Catholics get a civil divorce and remarry in a civil

ceremony and think they can go on receiving
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violated the sacrament of marriage and they want to violate the sati@emmunion. The
Vatican says they may not accept communion.

ASimilarly, politicians who advocate abort
the Eucharist. The problems of the conflicts in values between the Church and governments is
even worse in Europe than in the U.S. Legalizing marriages between homosexuals, artificial
insemination, contraception, and other-selhtered desires run against natural law and the
sanctity of the family. o

Vi e

2 |

““ oADid you hear alatorwhostetd @GodMNHe wanedtk a s er
show that anyone can sue anyone for anything in the U.S. He made it obvious that God can be
brought into government to change it, but th
God is a terrorist. He has threatdnet he senat or 6s constituents a
inhabitants with floods and general death and destruction. He is asking for a permanent
injunction against God.

fGod can be sued in Nebraska because He is

SELFCENTEREDASSUMPTIONS

y,

ﬁ —-—-AYour point is well t ademteredbasic her . But
assumptions for a while. Most of us believe we are of ultimate worth. But what if we were to
agree with Carl Sagan who s aantplagetéahumdruch t hat
star lost in a galaxy tucked away in some forgotten corner of a universe in which there are far
more galaxies than people. It would not alter our exalted view of ourselves. We would still

have our self centered values. They candsed on what | want now or what | want for myself

in the future. | want to be an engineer. To do this | must graduate from college. What if | want

to go to a party with my friends now, but | have an important engineering test tomorrow?
Which do I choosehte present desire or the future desi
have had too much to drink but | want to go home now. Do | drive and take the chance of

injuring someone else, killing myself or a friend, being taken by the police in felonk drun

driving, with possible jail time, a heavy fine and losing my driving license? Or, do | take a taxi

or wait wuntil somebody sober wil/ "drive me

future?
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AAre suicide bomber s eyeetngdutyfasdafithineedfernt er e d ?
revenge, for having had friends or families killed? Are they self centered but looking to the
future--for an afterlife in heaven, because they believe that their action is desired by Allah?

ASuppose |ydthmyehildyl wauld gike to hit him. But if I hit him will he
learn that hitting is an acceptable means of behavior against people generally, or against my

future grandchild?

ALook at gl obal warming! Somenylgasoliigeormust b
electricity prices. Don6t raise my taxes for
to make some drastic changes in the way you

look at the emerging economies of Chinaandlada 0sel f s6 we see that
on creating dirty energy but they want the West to make the adjustments, after all it was the
industrial revolution in the West that created the problem, so why should China and India be
penalized for what the st has done?

AThe easy path is to always choose for the
is good for the future. 1t also quite common
for society. Do | take the positionthat my lifesw? | 6 v e p as omaronmyll past
never come. Your Pr eQurpdoblents ar8heyohd g@vérnmert'so n s a i
reach. They are rooted in the loss of valbesWh at he was <entgredvguesva s t
had replaced religious andcsetal values.

AQuite commonly we make value decisions ba
|l want to drive fast and exceed the speed |
the legal speed limit. But | am in a hurry. Tieason | hurry may be that | love the feeling of
power that | get from driving fast. Or it may be that my wife has been in an accident and is in a
critical condition in the emergency room in the hospital. In either case it wascaistfed
reason for dving fast, but my reason for driving fast may make the action more or less ethical.

Yes Leebo

R o I am reminded of one of George Orw
human beings want to be good, b utWamata,t d & ngd
conceivable that the O6selféd can be a single

interests, such as a gang or a family?o0
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}() -—-iThatds true, Lee. Whe anindea peofdledheye a s m
mightbe seenasas el f 6 or as a O6society. o6 But | etds
individual. What about you? What do you want to have? Money or experiences? Do you want
to accumulate your wealth in goods or in memories? Do you want to experience travel, people,
and ideas or do you want to buy cars, yachts and houses? If you go to college is it to gain
knowledge and experiences now, like sports and parties, or is it to gain the tools you need for
your future occupation or to better enjoy the eventual experiengesiofife? When you take
college courses in your major you are preparing for your occupation. When you take courses in
art history, music appreciation or tennis you are preparing to enjoy yowaeriimg life.

When you are facing death which would yowé&areferred, memories or money?

AAnot her fact relating to our I|iving only
nonrexistence. We can imagine ourselves being dead. We can imagine ourselves at our funeral,
with both of our friends there. One is even crying. We can imagine ourselves six feet under
with the worms gnawing at our bones. But we are still thinking of ourselvesstisg@xXWhat
is more natural for our minds than to hope to continue our existence, preferably in this world.
But realizing that we canét go on forever, w

AOnce we deci de t hhaps alimpgortaatr we needripdecideannt , pe
whether our present or our future should be primary. Should | go to work right out of high
school and start making money and living high? Or should | sacrifice the good life now, work
to support myself through cofie and hopefully become better educated in learning how to be
a more complete human being while also learning the advanced skills of an occupation that |
will enjoy throughout my life.

AWhy do people not exer ci s as, noehave anhualo muc h,
physical exams? Probably because they are in denial that negative things will happen to them
in the future. We wonoét die of heart diseas
die in an auto accident. Our concerns are onthiénpresent.

AWhen you eat 1is it because you are hungry
you will have a future? Do you eat to relieve psychological stresses or boredom? We need food
to survive? But how much and what type will you selég® you really hungry? What about
what you eat? A slice of salmon with vegetables? Coffee and donuts? Are you going to eat
what is good for your body or what tastes good going down? Does looking fit feel better than

eating fried chicken or candy bars agetting fat? If you weigh more than insurance tables say
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you should, will you reduce your fat and alcohol intake? If so will you eat a salad with a non
fat dressing? Does the saying 6A minute on vy
for you?

ASo our values can relate only to the pres
in mind. We spend for the present but save for the future. We gorge in the present and diet for
the future. We snort cocaine for the present, we abstaiuforof ut ur es . 0

pone

{%{'F";

g’ﬁ&\---ﬁBut Wanda, i1isno6t it true that some be
future. Exercise can help you feel and look better now while reducing the chances of heart

disease, cancer and diabetes in the future. Reading a goodarogkre you pleasure now and

may make profound changes in your | ife in th
b

-iTrue Ray. But it seems that most of

o6nowdé or the future. Once you det tasypurne your

6rightsd you may take many met hods of trying
di scussing how to get what you want with Dr.

e

-—-AThat 6s right Wanda, but firstl we have

|l ook at how to get it.o
ﬁzj ~-iThen | et 6s gentered naluesidischssian.uOr is isaddcttire? |
find I1'dm doing most of the talking! Con?59d
-
-iThat s why wedre here. We want someo

about. When wésten to Wreck or Ray they both think they have all the answers. Lee and | are

here to | earn. So Il ead on Dr. Wandal! o
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ﬁ -AOK. To take my thoughts another step
values based on the present time, right now, or or witizhappen in the future. Looking at
this from a self centered basic assumption | can judge something to be good or bad based on
how it affects me now or in the future.

Anlf | want to | ose weight or | thayaffectray hi gh
longevity, | know that | should reduce my calories and avoid highly saturated fatty foods. |
know that | should avoid red meat and eat vegetables. If | opt for the hamburger or ice cream
when | know | should have vegetables, my-selfitere values for the immediate time have
won. My long term values of losing weight or reducing cholesterol have been thwarted by my
need to fill my gullet with sweets and fats right now.

i T h e-cesterédfvalues, which hold the present time as mostiamionearly always
win out over the future based values among us weak mortals. It is only the successful who can
defer gratification in the present time so that a future reward will be won. Losing weight,
developing a successful business, completindfizult course of study, learning another
language, or perfecting a golf swing are all examples of rewards won by those who fought the
enticement of the immediate gratification of a donut, the temptation of the TV, or the appeal of
a party. It is so easyp follow the path of least resistance rather than the path of greatest
opportunity.

AYou can see what an wuphill fight you have
cream when they want to lose weight, do you really think they will be gitbrgive up their
desires to have children? Or that politicians or business people will volunteer to reduce their
populations. Realistically, | think you are dreaming the impossible dream. But with you, it is a
dream that would guide us away from selftdegion and to a better life.

ABut many people are already experiencing
countries things that were once luxuries are now necessities. We went from bicycles to cars,
now people want more and betterdats. Bigger, flatter TVs, more rooms in their houses,
second homes, pleasure boats, et cetera. Savings is a thing of the past.

AWe all |l i ke to think that we are doing
rationalize when they are ndut like ostriches, we stick our heads in the sands of dreams and

only remotely sense reality with our bare posteonshi ch protrude i nto th
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“w onAnWanda, isnodot it true that someti mes
religious underpinmgs. What better setfentered hope than to spend eternity in heaven,
Valhalla, or the happy hunting ground? When there is no hope in this life, the hope of an
afterlife looms larger than life. Consequently many poor Muslims are ready to die to enter th
promised land.
If someone will merely tell them to strap on a bomb for the love of Allah and guarantee them a
blissful life in paradise. o

;IJ -ARi ght Lee, we donot find Saudi prince

mi ssions. 0

¥ / -—-AWhat sort of values do those practd.i
watching child pornography have? What about pornography involving wibragthing® as
objects to be used. A female writer in Norway has taken a definitely minority view that
pornography of women is increasing their sexuality and putting them in contact with their
sexuality. When it was released in the newspapers she seemed to be a minority of one. But she

showed that there is more than one point of

--i Le e, thatseBcenterad morality is becoming more common in our
world. Even in life or death situations our personal comfort is more important. A few years ago
Lincoln Hall, an Australian, was in a group climbing Mount Everest. He was injured. His party
abandoed him near the peak because they thought he had no chance to survive. Another
climbing party found him and took him down the mountain. He survived. On another Everest
expedition, David Sharp, an Englishman, on his way down did not have oxygen. Many
climbers passed him. One stopped and gave him some oxygen. No one stayed with him until he
died. Under French law one is required to help. Under American and English common law

there is no requirement. It was legal for Englishmen to leave those climbers.aBut,moral?
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ALook at how some people pursue physical b
to cultivating that which is only skin deep, enlarging bosoms, shortening noses, reducing
abdomens, inflating the calves while deflating thgtikj darkening the skin, lightening the
hair, contouring the body through exercise and hiding it or exposing it through cébtbirtge
|l ack thereof. What you see is often all you
more important than aglawtiful mind, a loving heart, or a deep social concern. But these
attributes cannot be evaluated at first sight as can a face, a chest or a leg. We reward, with
money and fame, the young Miss World or Mr. Universe but we hide the budding Curies or
Einstensd who must find their rewards in discovering truths or otherwise advancing
technology.

AModern American youth have been told repe
large trophies just for participating in something, like a youth spoeterare many who are
extremely self centered. If they are going to be employees they need to be coddled. Their own
interests are primary. They often extend their adolescence into their thirties by living at home.

| wonder if this is healthy for themselvesr t hei r soci ety. 0

““ ——-AThe 6énowbdb aspect of our valwues, in
not be as noble or as admired as the future values, but they have to be recognized as real. And
yet it is those 60no wobhentleyrunecsuntertoadriptucafvaliesnor b e c o
they become crimes when they run counter to
Many are quite willing to cheat other people or their governments. | recently saw that two
Catholic priests had den hundreds of thousands of dollars from their parish in Florida. While
this was an isolated case, it certainly indicates that what we say and what we do may be quite
different. Our society based, or God based, values are often secondary to-cemtseld
interests.

AWhy do people produce child pornography,
kidnap poor East European women and prostitute them in the West as true sex slaves? Money!
Selfish criminals can play to the tastes of selfish men wél tbee power and sexual release
that money can buy. Only | am important! Any pain | inflict on others is meaningless as long
as | can make a profit. Whether it is a bank robbery, shop lifting or white collar crime, it is self

centered with the present tirae the primary motivation.

43



AWhet her it is the Cosa Nostra in the U.S.
Latin American drug lordscriminals in business are the rule rather than the exception.
Prostitution, gambling, drugs and patai payoffs are only a small part of their overall
business, much of it is in the legitimate sector but often enforced by illegal means. Killings,
threats and payoffs keep the authorities away.
Al n Europe we poi nt t olevéldoatheyegitimate écbnomyas r u pt
well as the underworld and the mafia. It is rated the worst of the developed countries in
Western Europe in terms of corruption. At the top of the ethical list, Finland was shown as
being the least corrupt. (2)

i Eery system, whether primitive or modern, seems to have input from pressure groups,
often with great financial sources. Our democratically elected representatives are nearly always
beholden to somebody: oil interests, doctors, lawyers, Christians, Jemdirgpinterests,
retired people, teachers, labor, industry. There is often a huge gap between how well the
various seHcentered interests of rich and poor are represented in the financially fertilized
societies. How well are the common people represewitet they have not watered the
political flower pots?

AThere Iis something to be said for self in
stress that self interest makes for honest and fair trading. Dishonesty will negatively affect all
who have the best products or work the hardest. Entrepreneurs often develop products because
of their own interests. But they often benef

oy
s \
777

;Ij -iTo settle the common conflict between
emphasis, intelligent peopéfould choose their values and their behavior from the point of
view of enlightened selihterest. So if you can see the possible future consequences of your
actions, what value will you choose? If you know that if you shoplift you have nearly a 100%
charce of going to jail, will you shoplift? If you know that there is a 95% chance that you will
be caught, fined and lose your driving license if you speed, will you speed? If you know that a
political candidate will lower your taxes but that your childreh e saddled with huge taxes
to help pay off the immense national debt that resulted from your-texkgion, would you
vote for that candidate? If you know that not exercising effectively increases your chances of
dying through degenerative disease) ylu exercise?

Alt seems that both democraci esenenedd free m

values. Democracies because we decide what is best for us either now or in the future, then
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vote for our interests. And the free economy, with its easshof advertising to sell products,
makes us want to buy more so we produce mor e
canodot sell. The more we buy and sell the mor
Adam Smith s ai dhointéniddoaly histownegairpisled $o@nomote a social end

which he did not i ntend but whi ch must occur

0nSo you must think through your | ife a

onAdvert i yenrogrdesid to repograze and approve of our natural
seffcent eredness. L6Oreal cosmetics has the sl
women spout it whenever they want to do some

expensive. o0

-iTo get students to develop more self
compl i ment the students even if they havenot
esteem in the students, a movement that began in the 1980s. Maybe this is thiaagason

college students have been found to be increasingly moreesgred and narcissistic. On a

standardi zed test for narcissism, with such
better place?6 6Do | thinktd¢ @mclha aspedci atampe
any way | want to. 0 &enteckctinah thosd testbdiiry 1982 eviher themo r e

test was first administered.

AAre you really special bef ore youbve earn
school gaduates are getting higher grades and seem to be taking more advanced classes, they
dondét read, write or do math better than the
classes and grade inflation made them think they are better than they are?

AThi s | naeneradnessimakes pebple less likely to want to compromise. This
affects the development of close relationships. It makes theesgléred people more
controlling, more dishonest and even more likely to be violent as a means g gttt they
want . o
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“~ 9ABut you must recognize that this is
individuals who are not so stuck on themselves and are doing selfless things in their

communities. 0

- &K

c

7' 83AOf course. But the general tendency i
against extreme setfenteredness that is pushing many people into more fundamental
religions. Islam and Christian evangelism are on the rise in opposition to the freedom that
modern democracies champion. Modern societies often give license to pursue the most
inhuman paths to pleasure or riches. Pornography treats children and women as things, not
humans. Films and television champion murder and revenge. Video games commadnly teac
violence. Drug sellers vend a release from psychic pain or an orgilserinegh, that result in
people losing their humanness and becoming physiologically dependertmuotors whose
only goal is avoiding painful withdrawal and whose major path togbail is financed through
cri me. Di spensing pain, as a way of showing
for many. Look at violent gangs. Look at ultimate fighting. Look at the rise in popularity of
kick boxing. Forget the kidney damage thas killed so many Thai kick boxé&d t wonoét
happen to me.

ABut 1 f peopl e want t o-cenerednessand iftardigont he e x
why not look to the teachings of Jesus, Mohammad, or to Siddhartha for a more human and
humane answdol i f e6s chall enges?

A Ce r tidamadnd/Christian evangelism are on the rise because the freedom that
modern democracies champion give license to many to pursue the most inhuman paths to
pleasure or riches. Pornography treats children axdem as things, not humans. Films and
television champion murder and revenge. Video games commonly teach violence. Drug sellers
vend a release from psychic pain or an orgadikechigh, that result in people losing their
humanness and becoming physioladjic dependent motemorons whose only goal is
avoiding painful withdrawal and whose major path to that goal is financed through crime.

fDispensing pain, to show their superiority, becomes the reason for living for many. Why
not look to the teachgs of Jesus, Mohammad, or to Siddhartha for a more human and

humane answer t Whildhumaaitaran ethitsacbuld @lso@mrswe? the
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challenges of these modern day ills, religions are a fundamental in most societies, so they are
easilytweek d t o answer o0 n eAddstheyaregeadiynavailathle. yo porsue a s .

humanistic path a disgruntled citizen would have to read or listen to lectures from the learned.

GOD BASED ASSUMPTIONS

A \

y -AiWel |l commander may bminetheoGed based tadice t i me
assumptions as bases for ethical behavior. Once we accept certain basic assumptions a theory
may follow logically from them. If, as a Jew, | accept the fact that Yahweh exists and that the
scriptures are true, the rest of the Hedigstem of Judaism may follow logically. If, as a

Christian, | accept that same God, then add the belief that Jesus is God, and that the Bible is
true--both the Jewish scriptures and the New Testament scriptures, then my religious beliefs
may follow logially. If, as a Muslim, | accept the belief in the same God, which in the Arabic
language is Allah, and the sanctity of the first born son of Abraham, Ishmael, and the teachings
of the prophet Mohammed, then the rest of my Muslim thinking can be logical.

AThose are only some of the monotheistic 1
God is the universe. But many Hindus see millions of aspects of God in that oneness.

Someone told me that there were 330 million aspects of that pantheistlugtioht is

probably understated. But you can have an aspect of god that is the creator, another that is a
destroyer. You might venerate cows and monkeys and any other aspect of the world because
all is god.

AAnd then there is Buddhism which shoul d i
because it is more of a self centered ethical system which says that to be truly happy you must
merely eliminate all your desires, then you will have everything yot.vidaut because this
simple basis for happiness was so important, people in southern Asia began making statues of
Siddarth Gautama, the Buddha, the enlightened one, and as we simple humans usually do,
worship started. And the last one who would have waatég worshipped would have been
Siddhartha. But as the ideas of the Enlightened One spread northward to China it became
mixed with the traditions of ancestor worship, animism and even the philosophies of Confucius
and Lao Tzu.

A Of ¢ our 3ngof belietsls nahingommon. The Hebrews may well have
developed their laws from those of the Babylonians or others and they may have developed
their concept of there being only one God from the Egyptians or the Zoroastrians. Many think
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that the ideasfdMithraism were infused into the developing early Christian sect. Greek
t hought was also influenti al in the devel opn
AWe humans need explanations for ournpast
is the simplest way of providing us certainty. Philosophy tries but stumbles. Science tries, but
its answers do not give us all we want to know from the past, and it is futile for our ultimate
futures.
AThere may be mor e thasjssutimsdiptuoes. Quite commoaly i gi on
other norprovable ideas enter without the blessing of the holy scriptures. For Catholics, the
virgin birth of Jesus, the trinity of three divine persons in one God, and the immaculate
conception of Mary born withauwriginal Sin, are examples. Then some teachings of respected
people may work their way into the belief systems. Predestination, some jihads, and ideas on
when the soul enters or | eaves the body are

---fi Wa n dbave need God as the basis for ethical behavior? Voltaire said that

if God didnodot exist we would have to invent
as the basis for moral values. Dostoevsky ha
are | awful .80

-iThose 1 deas a-olckidedthas @d is thenonly sbuece af g e

morality. But if we look back 4000 years to the Code of Hammurabi we see societal values,
and they undoubtedly existed before Hammurabi. Andcsgifered alues have been around
since before humans. Just look at the-setftered needs of lions or monkeys and you see the
oldest of ethical codésl 61 | protect my young and 10611 kil

AJust | ook at t khatpeomer ar religisns, Aavesreiatve to ithe soul.
When does a fetus or a baby become a full human being? Is it at conception or as some
suggest a week after its birth to allow parents of severely deformed babies to consider
infanticide.

Awhais |ife? Or what is a human |ife? We

people have killed others because they advocated or performed abortions. Does this make
sense? If | believe that life starts when the sperm meets the ovum and youthealiévstarts

at birth we both hold only opinions. The old Jewish concept was that life started when the child
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was born. The Christian idea, as developed by Thomas Aquinas based on the ideas of Aristotle,
was that boy babies got their souls about 4 waétks conception and girl babies got theirs 6

to 8 seeks after conception. Although Thomas seemed to settle on 40 days as being the magical
moment. However an earlier church council seriously debated whether females even had souls.
If a male fetus youngehan four weeks old is aborted, was it a human life?

ACertainly from most religious positions i
special. But what certainty is there that a fetus gets its soul at conception, after 4 to 8 weeks, at
birth?

AOn what authority i sadorhtelast@usade?rWhatabouta j i h
suicide bomber or a 100 to 1 retaliation aga
Scriptural validation i s esfororeaye? \Ehilegdhejihads an e
and the Crusades were, at least theoretically, inspired by religious beliefs, the suicide bomber
and the Israeli retaliations were largely socially inspired. How could a merciful God allow the
deaths of so many innocent pé®in New York in September of 2001. How could a just God

allow a bin Ladin to associate All ahds name

-iWanda, I hope that my view from spac:
how great is the vision of short sigltpeople? Where is that universal ethic that all religions
preacbt he Gol den Rul e? 6Do unto others as you
to others what you dondét want them to do to

othersinthemegati ve. The ol dest religion, Hinduisrt
do not do to others what would cause pain |if
intelligence should always treat odisméaiss as t
written O6What is hateful to you do not do to

is commentary. 6 Buddhism teaches &6Treat not
Confucius, a cont empor ardwhiahsums up ¢he lizsisdat ddla wr o't
good conduct...loving kindness. Do not do to others what you would not want done to
yourself.d And another contemporary, Lao Tzu
own gain, and your neighbors loss as your ovendod6 a n d 60The wise perso
his own but regards the interests of the people as his own. He is kind to the kind and kind to the
unkindd f or virtue iIis kind. &6 Then a few hundred

law when Mattheww ot e 6So in everything, do to other
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for this sums up the | aw and the prophets. 0
cautioned ONot one of you truly believes unt
And so it goes with the preaching of Zoroaster, Baha'u'llah and every other major religious
teacher. You should treat your neighbor as you treat yourself. Throughout the history of
religion the value of turning the other cheek and of brotherly love conflithsthe laws of
societies in which the O6eye for an eye and a
justice. But both concepts of justice rest on-poovable starting poinds foundations which
are no more than opinions. o0

o

- - )

i )

YW anl ¢ anambeér any €hristian or ngbhristian nation using the Golden
Rule in their foreign policy. Some welfare states may use it in domestic policy, but foreign
policy is a different animal. Can we really believe that any national leaders really believe their

rd i gionsdé founders if they donét practice wh

~-Al 6m committed to thedhuhowmangs of t he
commi tted followers are there in each religi
have approved of thérusades, the Inquisition or the burning of supposed witches? Would
Mohammed support every jihad which has been called for by the 20th and 21st century
mullahs and terrorists? Would Abraham have blessed each transgression of those Jews,
Christansand Mdse ms who trace their religions to hi

;Ij - Gentl emen you can see the problem of
people can never be certain unless they somehow directly experience God in a mystical
experience, and even then, others waultgle that it was merely a psychological experience
and not an experience where God was actually touched.

AVal ues should come from valid basic assum
male supremacy reduced women and-belevers to aearly norhuman status. Under the
Tali bands mistaken i1 deas of -Muslaslandanypenemies Mo s |

were treated as ndmmans, subject to torture and death. The proud academic traditions of
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Islam were plowed under by uneducateavpr-driven zealots who destroyed schools and
disenfranchised half of the population.

AWhile God is infinite and unknowabl e, we
contraception, cloning, stem cell research, war, capital punishment, suicidengpom
controlling the Hamas, eliminating Israel, attacking Iraqg, and just about every other problem
and whim of humanity.

AThe Quroéanbdés first Iines are o6l n the name
rationalizations can these Muslim extrists shout to contradict their holiest scriptures? The
ethics of Christianity can be pretty well su
others as you would have them do unto you. 6
country without anyeal provocation, we can see he is in the same boat as the Taliban in terms
of flaunting his supposed values. Were the |
attacked Lebanon unmercifully after two of its soldiers were kidnapped? Hardly aor eye f
eye!

Aalf all things are the will of Allah, God
science as electricity, mobile phones, cloning, stem cell potentials for healing, the techniques
of abortion, as well as to violent video gamsasctioned by God. If God is against
pornography, why does He allow it? If powerful self centered warlords rule most of the world,
when will the meek inherit the earth? Certainly nuclear, biological or chemical warfare are all
in Godos pl anmndét ldal Inoow ,i tGod w

-AWhile it seems to be a rare human que
why we believe what we believe is essential if we are going to utilize our intelligence. And

isnét it our intellilgeneei t h@dodds icmageéezal i

CONCEPTS OF GOD

“w —AWhat do we mean when we say 0Godd?
possible meanings. Is it a méke being sitting on a throne in the clouds? Is it a spirit without

form? Does he live in avolcano? Isit vengeful , a merci ful or a
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}() -AfBeliefs in supernatur al powers are n
that inhabit every living thing, as many primitives believed, or the powerful gods living in the
sea or in the skoccasionally casting lightening bolts, or the more beneficent gods of the
harvest or those that produce rain. Such ideas seem to be very common. But the societies of the
Mid-East in the last 3000 years have hooked into the ideas of a single superfisirdba
spread to Europe, to North Africa and across the Atlantic, Most people in those areas believe in
a single separate being, a single being who created the world along with a pleasant or
unpleasant afterlife. Then it gave us the means for achieitingy eternal joy or nevaanding
damnation by following or denying Godds mor a
God revealed to humans. This is called theism, from the Greek word fahgod,If you
believe in only a single god, asew] Christian, Zoroastrian or Muslim, you are a monotheist.
If you believe in many gods, like the ancient Greeks and Romans, you are a polytheist.

ARA second type of one @eudtheblatihwoedfforGod. cal | ed
Deists believehat there is a creator, but the creator is not involved in the world. This belief is
not a religion because it espouses no revealed morality and no worship. This being that created
the universe just walked away. Many scientists who say they believeeatarcare deists.
What does this deistic creator do? Aristotl e

AOne of the ol dest beliefs i s tManistheeverythi
Greek word for déall 6. Thi sHindgs, butlthere atecJews,e st b e
Christians and Muslims who write as if they are pantheists. These are usually people who have

had what is called O6the mystical experiencebo

WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

e,
S \
£

B

y -—-AWhensawe 61 believe in Godd do we al/l
survey in the 6God fearingé USA, beliefs in
90% said they believed in God, the God they believed in varied considerably. 31% believed in
the auboritarian, often vengeful, God of the Old Testament. This God controls the world and is
angry at sinners. He is often found in the Old Testament and in the Koran. 25% of Americans

believe in a benevolent God, the forgiving God found more often in thelgstament and

also in the Koran. 23% believed in a deistic god who is distant and unconcerned. And 16%
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believed in a god who judges but is not engaged in the world. 5% of the people said they were
atheists.

Anlt was noted that coll ege educated peopl e
more likely to not believe in a supernatural while poorer educated people were more likely to
believe more strongly. Another interesting fact was that it watheaeligion of the person, as
much as their ideas of what God is, that separated them. They found Catholics, Protestants and
Jews in each category.

Vi e

2 |

“v —AGosh Wanda, I t hought that it was a

Ameri cans whoanwderber ionhsetloln efé6i rCchr i sti ans. |t I
who have such strong beliefs. o
ﬁzj —-—-ATrue Lee, but t hat 50% thinks it i s @

of political noise, so you think there are more of them than theweaatt| v ar e. 0

v““ —fAl 0ve observed in the courts that th
make the loudest political noises, whether it is people who own big businesses, labor unions,
homosexuals or strongly conservative religionists. But ##ehthink of it, even the strongly
atheistic people can make big noises. A small part of that 5% of atheists want to maintain the
separation of church and state. They want 06u
FI ag, O0i n Go decweency, and schodl prayér$ outoof public schools. But it
occurs to me that based on the Baylor study, just what type of God do the believers want to
trust in? There are so many wusing the same w
thesamdbel i ef. We certainly arené6t very clear i

t houghts. o

D N
P
777

y -iYes Lee. And as you might guess, tho:
are very interested in the government advocating Christian values.dlo$er i st i and v a

tend to be very conservative or even reactionary, such as being against gay marriage, abortion
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and stem cell research. People in the South, which is where many religious conservatives live,
can be expected to vote for religiously conaéive representatives.

AAs beliefs move from the conservative aut
more lax believers, then to the deists, moral value judgments tend to move from the
conservative to the liberal in nearly every gimsfrom abortion to the death penalty. Yes

Commander . O

-—-AAs we move from religion to religion
history, monotheists and polytheists think and write about what their gods are like. Zeus or
Jupiter were the head$ the gods. Aphrodite and Venus were the goddesses of love. For the
monotheists their God is usually all knowing and all powerful. Usually it is a male who may be
vengeful or merciful. These supernatural attributes sometimes run counter to how our natural
minds experience things. Many earlier religions had a supernatural goddess as the prime focus
of creation. So our concepts of the supernatural certainly come in many forms. There are so
many questions!

AOnce we have deci de turalove wanthosbelievkin,midat of a s u
attributes does He or She have? If God is all kno&iogn He tell the future? Does He know
who will go to heaven and who to hell ? John
developed a major belief system arodimd concept. If God knows everything, He knows
before we are born, who will go to heaven, can we do otherwise? Or is it merely that God can
see how we will freely choose?

Al f God is all good and all poweerkifledin, why ¢
natural or mafmade catastrophes? Is God All powerful? How do we know that everything is
the will of Allah or God?

Al f Gokdnowi mad land merci ful, why didndét He |
of leaving centuries betwedine time that he revealed his commands and the time they were
written. Such gaps of time in each scriptural tradition make some people doubt their source. It
makes people with different ideas of His message go to war against each other.

Al f s@Gerdifuliwe should look to Francis of Assisi, St. Dominic and Mother Theresa,
and to the Muslim saints and Sufis. If He is more vengeful perhaps we should look to the
Franciscans and Dominicans of the Inquisition, who took different approaches taitheir f
than did their founders.
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RGod is shown as both merciful and vengefu
Koran. The Jewish book Nahum (4) shows God to be jealous and avenging, even though He is
slow in angering. Numbers 22:22 shows God ag\ar{5) If God is merciful, why did He
require His Son to die in order to achieve f
have just made it happen? If He ism@krciful why did He allow Peter and Paul to be killed?,
the innocents to be slaughed by Herod?, Joan of Arc to be burned?

Alf God is omniscient can you have free wi
have the freedom to choose otherwise? God cannot be wrong.

Alf God is omnipotent wythat Hadtannat lift @?aCarche doo me t h
things that countermand his commands, can He kill or murder? Is He violating his own
commands when he causes a great flood, sends fire on Sodom, orders the killing of whole
nations, or lets the Red Sea engulf the mgr&igyptians after Moses had crossed. Can he tell
lies, do uncharitable acts, like destroying innocent people? Can He defy the rules of logic?

APeople who say they are doing Godoés wil/l

I f it ild Godayg evwit e tsunamis and earthquakes,
Sunni or Shidoite marketplace or mosque if He
Israel without a war or to prevent abortions or to allow contraceptives to faivfiHé | s 1t ? 0
)8

-iYou know from your reading, Commander

around for as long as thinking people have wondered about their creator. Another concern you
didndét mention is how i nvol hegddsgaedftens wi t h p
involved. But a deistic god is never involved. For a pantheist. god is part of everything. For a
modern day theist, according to the scriptures, He was involved in the past and is involved
today. 't 6s just t heastlately.8ut hedistemOdtd prageesnapproses ¢f me s
wars, and allows natural disasters.

AHow we define the Creator may have more t
creator is like. We would like mercy shown to us. We would like vengeayatesa our
enemies. We would like a place in the hereafter. Luckily God is always on our side. The
Reverend Franklin Graham, son of evangelist Billy Graham, said that Hurricane Katrina was
the fAiwrath of Godo b e c adutsMardoGas adesens@lrhigre ans 6 s
living. Evangelists Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson commiserated about God's withdrawing his
protection from the USA because of the evil wrought here by feminists, gays and political

|l i beral s. o
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—iHey Ray, i sisredlyah Englishmantofthe eaBydld
Century? Did God speak to Moses as an Engl i s
| often wondered why ZiCentury preachers use™Century language when preaching then
revert to modern languageinconve at i on . 0O

o
(%{'F;
&m&ﬁ |l donodot talk to my parishioners that
as the Bible has been translated from language to language, that the English language of a few
hundred years ago seems to have stuck. Even translatithreskddran often use that older

version of English. o

-iLet 0s get back on track men. Democr
But the political course they pick usually follows the values their electorates want. Are they for
or against gaynarriage? Are they for or against abortion? Are they for or against capital
punishment? Are they for or against the government spying on them? Are they for or against
war?

AWe need only |l ook at the | ast rrfoeow year s t
against Muslims, for or against Catholics, for or against Protestants, for or against Jews, for or
against Hindus! We need a war: to stop terrorists, to rid the world of infidels, to expand or
protect our borders, to increase our access toagistablish democracy, or to give our group
more power and control. It is so easy for the political or religious rulers, or the leaders of
minorities, to call us to arms to fight: the Axis of Evil, the American Satan, the IRA.

ASo our v arke based ® g largeedeysee on what we think God is and what we
think God wants. The fact that there are millions of opinions different from mine does not

matter, because | am right. o
THEISM
y
-iLet ds | ook a bit moruperndtera.A\$ Ipaidathe s o me

word theism comes from the Greek wdlndosand has come to mean a single supreme being
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who has a personal relationship with His creations. This is the position of Judaism,

Christianity, Islam, Zoroastrianism and Bahai. Whilenegeople have merely assumed that a

single god exists, most religions have had this idea given to them by that god through his
revelations to them. All three of the major theistic religions trace their beliefs to Abraham who

lived about 1800 years befareh e Chr i st i an -oBCE.t he O6commond er

ARSome see it as a problem that the script:
supposed revelations. The earliest written evidence of Abraham and the events that preceded
him and followed him aréund in the Dead Sea Scrolls, which were written sometime after
250 BCE. They were not a complete set of scriptures. It is said that a complete set of scriptures
was completed about 200 BCE, but they have not been recovered. So the earliest date for a
relatively complete set of Old Testament writings are from the 3rd century AD.

ASince the theists believe that their holy
scriptures are correct even though there was no written record of them fromebet the
events written about. It seems strange since there are often other written records from the same
time and from that geographical area, such as the Code of Hammurabi which was written
before Abrahamdés ti me.

AThe Ear |l i e pturesGhe gdaspels and epistiBs; were written from about 50
AD to 150 AD but the earliest records of them are from about 200 AD. Although some people
date them earlier.

AThe Qurdan, the revelation by the angel G
seventh century but the earliest partial records are from three hundred years later and the first
fully written Qurédan dat e aftertMahamnmadlivedli xt eent h

ABut historic | apses doné6ét matter, our Go
not matter what our holy books say. Murder, torture, and other such acts, can be OK, we
merely find a scriptural way to rationalizeractions. It may not be in the true spirit of our

scriptures but it is a passage found in them.

AFor example, for the Jews the command not
story of Saul, who was c¢ hos e mmielaugtsightofo | e ad
Saul , the Lord said to him, 60This is the man

But later (7) Saul wants his attendants to murder David, the slayer of Goliath and the future
great Kking of t he IHed ks outotituButkhis intgnt t&raunderdvas s on t
certainly there.

AFor the Christians the advice to O6turn th

the Fourth Century Emperor Theodosis made heresy punishable by death. In the Thirteenth
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Centuy t he Fourth Lateran Counci l and Pope Gre
not turn the other cheek. This continued into the Fifteenth Century and the Spanish Inquisition.
It wasnot of f i ci-Midetegnth €Eemtdre By modetrasdardst ohGhristian d
justice the methods of accusation and punishment were unethical and inhumane, yet pope after
pope condoned it. Its methods were not duplicated in the West until the days of Stalin and
Hitler, who did not justify their actions under tbleak of religion.

6Since the scriptures of a religion are so
who protects those who believe in him, to se
quite easy to justify most behaviofmd while many proscriptions from Mosaic law are
ignored by Christians, such as not eating pork or shellfish in LeviticuslPland keeping
three feasts for the Lord in Exodus 23:14 yet vengeful behavior was seen as a necessary
Mosaic command toobey.Dé er onomy 13, the first ten vers
dreamer must be put to death...You must purd

death...Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing

agaWnt éh burning is allowed because of Exodu
l'ive. 0 So capital punishment is fine.

ANew Testament justification for the I nqui
equate tree branches with peopletheJ ohn 15: 6 can wor k. o1 f any

he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into
the fire and burned. 0

AChristian theologians, | i ke Thotmdss Aqui na
OWherefore i f f or gedoers aceforthwithrtangemrzed td death by the e v i
secular authority, much more reason is there for heretics, as soon as they are convicted of
heresy, to be not only excoNonhooyhcarcttehadyd but ev
leaders kill heretics, they can also bless those who fight for the Christian cause. Pope Leo IV
guaranteed heaven to those in the Franki sh a
faith, for the preservation of their coupitaid the defense of Christians. And therefore God
will give then, the reward which we have nan
to modern day jihadists. God always does what a speaker wants Him to do, especially if the

speaker tells peoptéat he is closer to God than they are.

AFor the Muslims, the advice not to kill,
states o6If a man kills a Believer intentiona
andthewrathand he cur se of All ah are upon him, and

Still in Turkey, predominantly Sunni Kurds kill predominantly Sunni Turks. In Irag Sunnis and
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Shi éites kill each other and t he mé$eblessiags. Eve
of the Almighty either through new revelations, new interpretations of the revelations, or

selectively choosing which part of a revel at

—-AYes, but a text t adkteTime wholecofrtheirevetation o nt e x
needs to be understood. Would the merciful Jesus have sat quietly if his followers had used
such inquisitional techniques? Would the Mer
sanctioned the thousands of killings His followers? One wonders if the power of bin Ladin
is greater than All ahdéds and whether the wil/l
upset you Ray?o0

pone
> _H1 think you misunderstand Wreck- Aqui

evident. But since God is infinite and we are finite we cannot recognize this except through

Goddés action on earth. Since the Pope is God
of ficially for our church | h aevesythingohe sagsise e. E
excathedra t hat i s the official position of the
--ASo we can see charity, natural disast
God?0
e
)

J
Xﬂ‘@’)--ﬁYes. Wreck, do you have a conowpt of
comprehension. So we canodét really contempl at

does.

b / 0iWe have been discussing only monothe
god who is different from us. Remember that the Hindu approach, the anciens @nelek
Romans, and many other groups have believed in multiple theistic gods. So polytheism should
certainly be recognized. Some say that even the Christian idea of a trinity is polytheistic. You
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have God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirto@s$e Christian theologians, in
their infinite wisdom, say that there are three divine persons in their one God. And when

pressed, they say that i1t candt be expl ained

PROOFS FOR THE EXISTENCE OF GOD

.ﬁ,,/V/
'("‘;."’fj
&“ﬁ&‘--ﬁLee, you know there are questions t
fundamental question of philosophy, according to Leibnitz, is "why is there anything at all and

not simply nothing?06 Science can'theanswer th
beginning of things and I think it also explains the continuing process of life? So we can
interpret evolution as creation, but | do that using my faith as a believer, not as a scientist.

Al prefer to speak ab o uspeeddfkghtchyhagitbeen s | n
there from the start? You have to ask: where did it come from? How did matter develop and
not just stay as gas? Or is it the other way around, that gas came from matter? Astrophysicists
can only go back to just after thegBBang. | have to go beyond time and space, and there we
can say, Ol don't know.d®d We should not speak

But there must have been a Mind that planned

Y ofAiWhy Ray? You ar e nabtepactaithma canosg thais unexp
even more inexplicable. But assuming that there is a god, is your God the vengeful God that we
see so often in the Old Testament and sometimes in the Koran and the New Testament or is it
the Merciful God who spared Isaadyevdemands charity in the Koran or forgives in the New

Testament ?20

I thought we were discussing a fi
attributes of God to whether God exists. It would be like talking about what your Uncle Charlie
islike, wren we dondét know for sure i f you have ar
creator | candédt ask the question scientifica
terms, that is absurd. But that symbol of the father certainly has a fuaotiomhen | read the

Bible, | have no problems with that. But we need only be concerned with one fact, and that is
that the fundamental cause of the world is C
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Y -—-ARay | know you haatd Noohtirleo sDoapniney. cH uats sy
prove Aristotle by quoting Aristotle. You do
religion generally cite the Bible to prove i

e
L5 e 9
N’
&>

@ _FBut if it is the i nspired wor #Minmf God
t hat planned the Big Bang. What do you think

-—-Al could never understand when peopl e
t hought that the Bible was the proof. It was
)8
- Gent | e me n butsorheahink that therinfinite can be proved by other

means. To try to prove the infinite we must go beyond the physical world to a possible
metaphysical reality. This is an area of speculation. Is the basic stuff of the world idea, God or
matter. Ishere a God.

ANaturally some theologians and phil osophe
exists by using either pure reason or by starting from the world that we know then looking for
its ultimate cause. péople have game upfwihéare tithear God t h
cosmological, teleological or ontological. These words are from the Greskosneaning
6or di@asdeani ng 6end ®me pruirmpe skekbei mqd. -callelher e |
moral arguments that say thata@rnwe have ideas of good and bad, there must be a source for
them. And that would be God.

AAristotle and Aquinas |l aid out the most c
mover or an uncaused cause. They say that since everything we kinasvaocause, but you
candét go back in infinite time without wever
Their arguments for an unmoved mover are sin
always had motion, so there must have beearemoved mover.

AA third similar argument says that everyt

There must be something necessary that these things are dependent on. That we would call
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